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EZEAGU LOCAL GOVERNMENT-AREA OF 
. . 

ENUGU STATE, NIGERIA 

A BYE-LAW 
. ON THE PROHIBITION OF OPEN DEFECATION AND OTHER -

_ RELATED OFFENCES. 
MADE THIS ·14TH DAY OF DECEMBER 2023 
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PREAMBLE: 

We, the p~:ople ·of Ezeagu Local Govern_me-nt Area in order 

to form a good hyg.ienic environment, make provision for 

this bye laws on the prohibition of open defecation and 

other related offences on this 14th day of December, 2023. 
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INTRODUCTION 
.... . . ~ - , . . . -· . -- .. .. - . 

A BYE-LAW TO MAKE PROVISION AGAINST OPEN 
DEFECATION AND OTHER RELATED OFFENCES IN . . . 

EZEAGU LOCAL GOVERNMENT ARE OF ENUGU 
STATE. TO PREVENT ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
H·EALTH HAZARDS, REGULATE E_XCRETA 
DISPOSAL, PROMOTE USAGE OF TOILETS BY 
FAMILIES AND MEMBERS OF THE - PUBLIC 
WITHIN TH.E COUNCIL AREA,-STRENGTHEN AND 

SUSTAIN EZEAGU LOCAL GOVERNMENT, ON· OPEN 
DEFECATION .FRE~ (ODF) STATUS. MADE ·sv THE 
EZEAGU.- -LOCAL -··.GOVERNMEN·T. LEGISLATIVE· 

COUNCIL. 

SECTION 1(.Citation) 

1. This Bye-law shall be cited as Prohibition of Open 

Defecation and other Related Offences Law and in 

acronym ODRO. 

4 



SECTION 2 DEFINITION 

· · 1. In this Bye-law, unless the context requires: 

·---- ·· -aJ· · ~" ·· Co u·n c_i-1 '' •: ~.- · rne ans, Ezea g u ·- toca I· 

Government Council . •· 

b)"LGA" means, Ezeagu Local Government Area of 
Enugu ·state. 

. . 

c) "Environmental Health· Officer" means, an 
. . -.. - -

~nvironmental . Health Officer of Ezeagu Local 
Government Area who has be.en trained and has also - . -- - . . . 

registered in line with the Environmental Act of 

practice the.profession . . 

d)"WASH Offfcer: means a staff of Water Sanitation 
and Hygiene-with Ezeagu Local Government Council 

. . 

WASH Department who · has/hav·e been trained in 
-- - ---

sa n_itatio_n and hygiene related actfyities. 

e) "STF" means Sanitation 1rust Fund .. 

fJ ''WAS.H"-means, Water Sanitation and Hygiene. 

g)"WASHCOM" means , ·water Sanitation and 
Hyg~ene Committees. 

h)"\fv'~SHCOM ·Fed~ration" means, the (5) Iowns 
WASHCOMs operating in the LGA. Communities. 

I) "HUM.AN WASTES" means, faeces or~~cr~ta 
. . 

j) "OPEN DEFECATION (OD)" means , disposal of 
excreta internationally in an open space, other· 
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. than in an approved sanitary_ mann~r or it means 
excreta disposed in an unapproved sanitary manner,· 

excreta exposed to files.- .. 
. ' ' . . . . . , . .. 

k). Open [?efecation Fee{ODF) means the_absence ?f 
faeces in open within or around the •hotJsehold, · 
community, instit~ti9ns, public places or th,e. e~tire ,. 
LGA. · It 1Tle2lns Proper disposql of . faeCes . iff · ~fl · · 
approval sanitary manner. . . . ··- . ·,. 

. . . . 

I} Tradition~l Pi.t La~rin·e-shaH means a toilet that ha·s a 

sub struct~re, with slab.and drop whole cover, built 
· ·. with · mud blocks ·or · zinc .. This toH~t hygienically 

. . . . . 

separates h_um~n faeces from human c~nt9ct. : . -

m) ~ Improved Toil~t shall" mea~s a toilet that is b_uilt -
with concrete slab· and with a vent pipe. It can be 
. . ' . . . . . . 

pour fltJsh, WC. This toilet hygienically .~eparate~ 
. . . 

human faeces from human contact. 

n) . Fly Proof Drop hole cover Shall mecin, a fitted pit 

c;over made to cover the · pit-hee toilet which does . 
. . . ,. . , 

not allow the movement of flies f.rom . the pit-holes· 
, toilet. 

o ). Hand washing facility, shall mean a foot operated 
Tippy tap that is -constructed close to the toilet ·use 

· for hand washing. -

SECTION 3: APPLICATION . 

a) T~is Bye-la.w.s~all apply and be e_~forced in all parts of · 
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E?eagu Local Government Area of Enugl) State of Nigeria. 

SECTION 4: ESTABLISHMENT OF A SANITATION 
TRUST·FUND-_(STF} · · . - - ·· ·· · · · ···· ·· · · · ~ · 

a.· Jhere shall be stablished fund to be kn9wn and called a 
. . . 

Sanitation Trust Fund. 
. . . 

SECTION . 5: OBJECTIVES OF THE SANITATION 
TRUST FUND (STF) _ 

The objectives of the Sanitation rrust Fund (STF) 
shall include: 

a. To ensure the availability_ of revenue for the 
improvement of sanitation in the LGA. -

b. To keep .all fines·paid by offenders found guilty under 
the law. 

. --
c .. To r~habilitate and construct toilets in pubf!c places 

d .. To keep alt revenues 21ccruing from use/ services 
offered from the public toilets for improvement of 

a_ccess to sanitation facilities in public places in the 
L~G.A 

e. ·To do any·other thing that _ may be necessary or 
expedient for the purpose o(giving full effect to the 

intendment of this law·. 
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S·ECTION 6: APPROPRIA)"lON Q'. f THE 
. . 

SAN-ITATJCON TRUST FUND. 
. . . , , , 

---· · · 1-.- The · constitution of ·-the Sanitation -Trust--Fund · 
. AppfOpricltion Committee·(SATFAC}shall be made as ·; 

. . . - . . . . 

. . may be expedient. · ".-. :· _.-.. -__ . 
• ~ l 

2. The 'fono~i~g 6ffidcl1s . shai(form Or. tonstitute the ·•··._· . 
. : . . . , . ' ' . . . . . ·. . 

. . . .. . · Sanitation . Trust . Fund · Appropriation .-.Committee · ·_ 
. . _. (S)\TFAC)Theyare: ,···: ... ·:•' ,·.· .~ .. ·• .. . ·, :- . ... ·. _· .. .. 

. . . . 

a. The Chair.man_ of the .Local Government or any other 
E:xeC:utiVe aS appointed by the Chairman shall be the 
Chairma_h.of -the Com·munities. ·. . 

b. Th,~ WAs·H UhitCoo·rdinator w\lo shall be the Secret~ry 
of the co·m111ittee · · · 

. . 

c. ·The Eteagu_Legislative House Committee Chairman 
on ·WASH who shalt be a member of the-Committee. 

. . . 

· d .. One . staff frail) the · _Works Department of the Local 

Govern:ment ,shaH be . appointed by the Head of 

._ Qepartment (HOD) of Works-. 

e. One· representative from . the · Ezeag·u Loca-l 

GovernmentTraditiona\ Council. 

f. Any other member (s) a·s may be· required by_ the . 

_ chairman.. 



.. 

· SECTION 7: DUTIES/ FUNCTIONS OF THE 
SANITATION TRUST FU,ND APPROPRIATION 
COMMITTEE (SATFAC) 

1. The duties and functions of the Sanitation Trust Furid 
Appropriation Committee (SATFAC) shall include: 

a. To appropriate to the STF for the purpose of building 
more public toilets withi~ Ezeagu LGA in accordance 
with the established procurement plan of the LGA. 

b. To enter into public~private partnership (PPP) 
arrangement with investors on behalf of .Ezeagu LGA ; . 
Executive for the purpose of ensuring . increasing · 
access to sanitation .facilities in the Local 
Government. 

c. To submit quarterly and annual reports of.its activities 
to the Local Government Executive Council. 

d. To do any other thing which is necessary or .· 
. . 

expedient for the proper execution of its duties. 

SECTION 8: THE LAW IMPLEMENTATION 
STRATEGY·CONSTITUTION OF ENFORCEMENT 
AGENCIES: 

(1) · The enforcementagen~iesshall be: 

a. The Nigeria Police Force, 

b. The Nigeria Corr~ctional Services 

c~ The Nigerian Securities and C_ivil Defense Corps · 
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(NCSDC) 

.d. · The Vi~j'ilan~~ Group of ~nugu ~tate/~~~:-A. : 
. . . .. . . 

. . . 

-·e~ · .. The Vigilantee Group·of Nigeri~ ·_ 

f. · Th_e Ezeagu/$tate_ Liv.es_ Sto_c~- ~:uards ./Fore~t · 
. Guards. ·· .·:"· · · · · 

. g. The Environmental Health Officers of Nrgeria 

h . . Wa~er, Sanitation · and Hy~ien~ · Co_mmittees 
· / .... . . ·:·· · (Wf\SHCOMS): and . . . ·.· 

..... ~ 

i. Any . cithe~· security Outfit as maybe aiio~;;d; ­
recognized ·o.r· cre·ated froni timeto time by any tier . 
of government. 

SECTION 9: ROLE OF THE ENFORCEMENT AGEN(:IES: _ 

.1. The Nigeria Police Force shall ·under the la'« h~ve the_ 

. po'werto: . . . : ,-= _ . · - = - _ 
. . . . · .. . ·. . . . . . . 

. . - , -· . . . - ... . . . . . .. .. . .-:- ._:-- .:- -... -.... ·_ 

i.-Arrest offenders 
. .- .· . . 

ii~· Prosecute offenders 
. ,,,. · . .. . .. . -

2. The Nigeria Correctional Authority shall under this law_ 

have the power to: . . . . 

i. Provide hollsi~g for Convicted persons for the purpose, · 
of ser·ving anyjail term that may_be.im.pos_e~_bythe·.couf1:. 

. . . -

of law. · .. • · 
.. •· . 

ii. 'Rehabilitate ·convicted persons . 
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. . 

_ 3. The · Nigeria Security ._and Civil Defense Corps 
. . _· · . •.- :_ (NCso·c) shall under this la_vv hav·e the· power? to: 
. _. · -. - ·: (I.)Arresr offender? __ a.nd s~al_l within _tY'Jenty · four (21) 

. · .. hour_s: of ariy reasonabl_e time ·han~over ·offender(s)· to . 
the Nfgeria Police Fo.rce for prosecution in a court of law 

. . ... -

as_ the case maybe. 

4._ The Vigilante Group of Enugu State/Forest Guards 
and the Vigilante Group of Nigeria shall und~r this law 
have the:powers to: __ : · -

.. (OArrest offerider5. and -shall within . twenty four (24) . 
. . 

hours of any· reasonable time handover any offender(s) 
to the Nigeria Police Force for prosecution in a court of 

law as the case may be. 

5. Mobile Court: 
. ... 

. . . · A · Mobile coLJrf shall be inaugurated to fry qffenders 
_·:·. -_-_and institutions . without toHets and ·practidn'g· o·pen 

. . - . . . . 

- · ·-·-· -i ·::.· defecation_ 1n. accordan.ce with the law~ ·Ma-gistrates:or··: '. · -
- . . - . . . . . 

Judges of Customary Courts or Senior"Envir·o_nmental 
Officer sitting in Eieagu LG.A · shaH be appointed to 
preside in such a centre or trail venue. 

. 6. -Th.e. Envi~onmer)tal _ Heal~_h -officer of ·Nigeria shall 
_ · . . · . ·under this law·h-ave··the power to:_. --

-· i. Arrestoffenders and further-handover such offenders . . . . . . 

_- .- to the . Nigeria ·Police Force forprosecution. · 

. ii. The Environmental-Health Offender(s) instead of the 
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Police. 

7. Water, Sanita_tion and Hygiene Committee 
-· - · · -{WASHCOMs) shall under this law have the power to: 

I. Report Offenders to NSCDC, Vigilante and Nigeria 
_Police Force for arrest and prosecution as the case 
may be .. 

SECTION 10: ENFORCEMENT: 

-

a. The relevant Enforcement Authorities as well as 
authorized Council Enforcement, Environmental 
Officers, WASH Officers and other enforcement 
<?gencies or anybody(s) as may be created, shall b~ . 
responsible for the enforcement of this Bye-law within 
the jurisdiction of Ezeagu Local Government Area. 

b. The Chairman of the Council shall constitute a 
Committee whose membership shall cut across the 
Twenty (20) Council Wards in Ezeagu ~GA or/make 
use the existing WASHCOMs in ·Forty-five 
(45)Communities of the Twenty (20) Council wards, 
L.G.A WASHCOM Federation and WASH Officers of 
the council for the purpose of monitoring . and ' 
enforcing the compliance of the provisions of this bye- · 
law. 

SECTION 11: OBJECTIVES OF THE LAW: 

(1) The objectives of this Bye -law shall include: 
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SECTION 11:.0BJECTIVESOFTHE LAW: : 

.(1) _ ~~-~ qbjectives of this ~y~ -l~vy-~h~~l_ include: 

- a . . To prot_ect the ,:_.environment from . ·pollu.tion : due to open 

. defecation or -di~posal . of faEi:es 'a6Y\Nhere-other than in an 
. · impro~ed;and. safetoilet. .. . · .. · · ·:-_ ... ·i . . : .. ·. -... :· ·. · . -

- ' \ •· .. i· . • • . 

b. To ··preye·nt, .- contr;l ,: and ' Sl)St~in~btv' nian~ge· the spread_ of 
.. · . diseas~s , linked to .the . practices· of . q,p~:n defecation and 

. disposal -: o(·faeces· ·in . places .,other ;_ thai1 toil~ts, towards . 

contrib.uting to enhance -the _h;g.iene a.n
1~i' ~well~·being of th~ · 

.. . . . . . 

people· in Ezeagu Local Governm~nt Area of Enugu State. 

c. To ·support the. implementation . of. water, ·sanitation and 

hygi~n-e (WASH) program towards _the achiev~ment of the 

goals of improving health 9utc9mes in a\\ co_mmunities of 

Ezeagu LGA, especially for women an9 children who are more 

vulnerable. 

d. To ~tr~ngthen_ and sustain Ezeagu L?cal ~o~er~ment Open 

Defeca~io_n _free · (ODF) status and_ m·ake_ households_ to 
qcknowledge Ezeagu Lo'cal Governme~t Area (ODF.) status 

~Q as to progress to total sanitations. 

e. Contribute towards achi~vement ._of sustainable 
. . . 

Development Goal (SDGs) 3 and·~ in Nigeria ~Y 2930. 
. ' . ~. 

SECTION 12: TO THE EFFECT: · 
. . 

a) All rented houses and privately owne_d houses must construct 

either traditional or improved latrines. Traditional latrines must · 
. . 

. have ·dro.p-holes covers and all latrine·s either .traditional or 
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improved, must have hand-washing -facility for their 

households. 

a. To protect the environment from pollution due to open 
... -- ···c1efeca~ion or .disposa(c>f ·fa-eces .. a.nywhere other-than .. in -. 

an improved and safe toilet. _ 
b. To prevent, control and sustainably manage the spread of 

disea_ses ·linked to the practices of open defecation and_ 

disposal of faeces in places other- than toilets, towards 

contributing to enhance the hygiene arid well-being of the 

people in Ezeagu Local Government Area of Enugu Stat·e. 

c. To Support the implementation of water, sanitation and 

hygiene (WASH) program towards the achievement of the 

g9als of improving health outcomes in all communities of 

Ezeagu ~G_A, especially for women and children who _are 

more vulnerable. · 

d. To streflgthen and sustain Ezeagu Local Government 

Open Defecation free (ODF) status and make households 

to acknowledge Ezeagu Local• Government Area · (ODF) 

status so as to progress to total sanitations. · 

e. Contribute towards achievement of sustainable 

Development Goal (SDGs) 3 and 6 in Nigeria by ~030. . · 

SECTION 12: TO THE EFFECT: · 
. . . 

a) All rented houses a~d privately owned houses must 

construct_ ·either traditional or improved latrines. 

· Traditional latrines must have drop~holes covers and 
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properly, with proper platforms, the building must be mud blocks 
. . 

or zinc and platforms. No oth~r toilet except these shall be 

a·ccepted. 
. . 

. · ····· - · · .... . -· ---
c) All institutions, schciqls and health centres (both public and 

private) must constfuct ·latrines~ includ_ing _ handwashing . 

faciliti~s; ( or .bathroonk sink) and properly maintain t.hem to 

prevent open -~~fe.(Zatiqn.a·nd encourage hygiene. 

-.--d) :--.... Alf ·publte pta·ces> (markets, and motor parks) supported by . 

market overseers, and · the Local Government Council, must 
. . . 

con"struct latrine?_ having hand~washing facifities (Tippy Tap) 
. . 

which must be - properly _maintained to_ prevent . open 

defecation and encourage-hygiene . 

. e) _All buildings, both. publicly and privately owned such as 

shopping malls; plazas, viewing ·centers etc, must have 

toilets, inc_ludirig hand-washing facilities (Tippy Tap) which 

-must be properll maintained to prevent ope~ defecation a8d­

encourage hygiene. -

f) All religious building (Churches, Mosqu-es and Tradit_ionaf 

worship centers) must construct toilets and hand washing 

facilities for their m~mbers, which 

. (N.10,000.00) only or imprisonment for three (3) months or qoth. 

d. Any person caught defecating openly or throwing faeces in 

open place(s), commits an offence a_nd is liable to a fine to 

the tune of Fiver Thousand Naira (NS,000.00) only or one 

week imprisonment or both. 

e. Any Institution , (school, health centre) _both pubJic an_d 
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_private without latrines guilty of an offence arid is liable to 

Twenty Thousand Naira (N201 000.00) fine or two or three 

months imp_risonment and withdrawal of licenses of such 
.. • • . ..... . · 'T •· • -··· =··. · - . - . .... . ·- ........... --- ·- ·-· ... _..,_ ... . .. . -·. - -- ·-

institutions or both. · 
. . 

f. Any building open to the p_ublic without a toilet including 

band-washing fac;ility, .is guilty o~ _. la~ and the 

owner/occ~pier shall pay a ~fine of Twenty ThousandNaira 

(N2O ,00Q.00) only-or one month imprisonment or both. 

g. Any h·ousehold, public place (market, motor p2frk) religious 

centres, · school, hea·lth centre,· without -a hand washing 

facilities, will pay a fine of~ Five Thousand Naira 

(NS,Q.Q0.00) only or any other reasonable. fin~ not above 

Ten-_Thousand Naira (Nl0,000.00) ·only as the committee 

my determine. -· 

h.· Any faec~s sighted around any householdr-pubfic building, 
private and public institution, (school, heqlth centres), 

_ ~eligious -centers attracts a fine of Two Thousand Narra 

(N2,·qoo.oo) only or imprisonment for 1 week or both on 

. the ·person who is responsible for the· presence of the 

f9ece~_ and where it is that of a child who is under the age 

of 7, the parents or guardian, sc;:hool authority/principal of · 
- -

such a child, shall be held 'responsible. 



must also be properly mai_[ltained · to prevent open · 
defecation and encourage hygiene 

____ .. . SECTION 13:-.0FFENCESAND PENALTIES: . 

(1) The following acts or omissions shall constitute and 
offence under this Bye-law: 

a. Any ·household without latrine, either traditional or 
improved including hand. washing facility or _drop hole­
cover described in section 2 (1) (L) above, is guilty of an 
offence and shall pay a fine _ of Twenty Thousand 
Naira (N20,000.00) only or one month imprisonment · 
-or both. 

b. Any landlord - or ·owner/occupier of premises or 
household or -family who fails . to provide a sanitarily­
approved toilet and hanq"7wa·shing faciHty in his/her­
premises, contravenes the provision of this Bye--law and 
shall be guilty of _an offence and shall be liable upon 
conviction to a fine of Twenty Five Thousand Naira 
(N25,000.00) only or imprisonment for two (2) 
months. 

c. Any person or group of persons who constructs any 

· platform ( concrete slab,· mud) other than pit latrine, 

pour, _flush or do a water closet intended for use or 

being _ used as toilet where the human waste is 

exposed tq · files, sight or domes_tic animals, 

contravenes the provisio·n of this subjection and shall 
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be liable upon convi~tibn to a fine of Ten Thousand 
. . 

Naira (N1·0,ooo.oo) only or imprisonment for three 

(3).months or both. ' ,, . 

d. Any person caught defecating openly or throwing 

faeces in open place(s), commits an offence and is 

liable to a fine to the-tune of Fiver Thousand Naira 

(NS,000.00) orily or one week imprisonment or 

both. 

e. Any Institution , (school, health centre). both public 

and private without latrines guilty of an offence and 

is liable to Twenty Thousand Naira (N20,000.00) fine -

or two or three months imprisonment and 

withdrawal of licenses of such institutions or both. 

f. Any building ope~ to the public without a toilet 

including hand-washing facility, is guilty of law and 

the owner/occupier shall pay a fine of Twenty 

ThousandNaira (N20,000.00) only or one month 

imprisonment or both. 

g. Any household , public place (market, motor park) 
religious centres, school, health centre, without a 
hand washing facilities, will pay · a fine of Five 
Thousand Naira (NS,000.00) only or any other 
reasonable fine not above 
Ten Thousand Naira (Nl0,000.00) only as the 
committee my determine. · 
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h. Any faeces sighted aroun~ a~y household, pu_blic building, 
. · private and public i~stitution, (school, health centres), 

religious centers attracts a fine of Two Thousand Naira 
_· (N2,000.00)-on{y or imprisonment for _ 1 vveek or both on . . . . . . . 

the person who is responsible for the · presence of the 
faeces ~nd where it is_ that of a child who is under the age 
of 7, the parents or· guardian, school authority/principal 
of such a child, shall be held responsible. 

1. Any defecation site within or around any 
community, will be traced to that particular c~mmunity. 

· .. The community leader(s) will be_ held responsible. 
He/they would pay a fine of Five . Thousand Naira 
(NS,000.00) only or imprisonment for 1 week.-

. SECTION 14:.PROSECUTION:-

.a. The Environmental Health_ Officer(s) WASH _ Officer(s) 
WASH Officer(s) of Ezeagu Local · Government Council or 
any law enforcement officer or any · officer of _ any 

. institution(s) or body(ies) created under this Bye-law, shall 
hav~ power to _prosecute and for-the purpose of this law 
on "receipt of any complaint of any person· ·or group of 
persons who practice open defecation of contravene this 
Bye-law shall: · 

I. Investigate and if the offender is proven guilty shall ·be 
punished accordi_ng to this Byelaw. . . 

ii. If any · person(s)is caught in the act, hefshe · shall be 

arrested and investigated_ by the police of any agency of agencies 
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mentioned by the Bye-law for the purpose of enforcing this 

_ Bye-law (including any agency which may be created in 

accordanc_e. with this Bye~l~w) and shall- be pr9secuted __ in a 

court of competent jurisdiction as provided jn this Bye-law. 

·SECTION 15: APPROVAL 

This· prohibition of Open Defecation Bye-Law. of · 14th · 
. . 

December, 2023 if hereby made and all instruments captured 

therein shall be modified in line with the .provision of this Bye­

law. 

This pri~ted impression as has· been · carefully compiled by e 

with the bill which was passed into law by Ezeagu Local 

Government Legislative Council is a true and corrected printed_ 

copy of the said Bye-law. 

This Bye_-law may be cited a·s Ezeagu Local Government Area _ 

Open Defecation Prohibition-- Bye-law, 2023 and shall -. be 

deemed to have come i·ntoforce on the·14th December, 2023. 

This impression is hereby endorsed by the Council as 

correct. 

•··········•······••·············· 
Hon. Agu Wisdom Sunday 

Leader of the House . 

. EnekweJeci alzuchukwu 
· · Clerk of the House 

• • a a a ■ a a. a• a a ■ a a I ■■■■ I ■ a It ,■ a a a a ■■■ a ■■■■■■ a ■ I ■ I ■■■ 

Hon. Ozoeluba Chukwudi · 
Executive Chairman 

Ezeagu Local Government Area, 
Enugu State, Nigeria 
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